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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Group Art Unit: Not Yet Assigned 



Attorney Docket: 25000-0002 
Customer No.: 57362 



Application No.: 10/581,673 



Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 



Filed: June 5, 2006 



AttyDktNo: 25000-0002 



Confirmation No.: 3713 



Customer No.: 57362 



For: DISCHARGE CONTROL UNIT, METHOD FOR CONTROLLING DISCHARGE OF 
THE SAME, AND METHOD FOR PRODUCING THE SAME 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sirs: 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the attention of 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby directed to the references listed on the 
attached Form PTO/SB/08A. It is requested that the information on Form PTO/SB/08A be 
considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the references be made of 
record and appear among the "References Cited" on any issued patent. 

Enclosed herewith is a copy of Japanese Published Patent Application No. JP 2003- 
326756 and its English Abstract, which was cited and characterized in the enclosed Japanese 
Office Action issued December 8, 2006. The Japanese Office Action, along with it's English 
translation, provides a concise explanation of relevance as required under 37 CFR 1.56 (c). 

Each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first 
cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application 
not more than three months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. 
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Information Disclosure Statement 



Attorney Docket No.: 25000-0002 
Customer No.: 57362 



The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any such 
document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicant does 
not waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise 
remove any listed document as a competent reference against the claims of the present 



No fee is believed to be required. Should any fee be required, please charge any 
deficiency to Deposit Account No. 50-0951 . 



(57362) 

AKERMAN SENTERFITT 
801 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Suite 600 

Washington DC 20004 
Telephone: 202-824-1719 
Facsimile: 202-393-1791 
Date: March 8, 2007 



application. 
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Jean C. Edwards 
Registration No. 41,728 
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